
  

A message from Fr. Ron Coyne  

Friends,  

    As I walk each morning, I don’t wear headphones, I use the time to reflect on my life, communicate with God, 

notice the world around me, think about those I love and solve the world’s problems. It’s so easy to do when 

you are alone with your thoughts. No one to criticize or question your conclusions. It was on one of those 

mornings that I began to realize there might be a difference between “The Truth” and “Truth”. In a sense we 

have all been taught what “The Truth” is as we grew up. It was imparted to us by those in authority. I didn’t 

question whether what that person or persons told me was “The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth”. They had the authority, they had lived longer than I and I assumed they had done the homework and 

research. When I think about it, the subject in question could have been anything from God, history, sexuality, 

the laws, the bible, myself, or the Church. So, I began to realize that “The Truth” can be a very subjective view. 

I think of all we learned in history books as we grew up. Because it was in a history book, we never questioned 

its veracity. And as years, decades and centuries passed that history continued to be accepted and handed on 

from generation to generation. 

     Now more than ever most people would agree that each of us comes into this world as individuals and are 

deeply impacted by genetics, family, education, relationships, financial status, our gender, religious affiliation, 

nationality, and political leaning. So we can be told “The Truth” today and as all of those influences play out in 

our lives, we may view “The Truth” very differently. That doesn’t mean that the person (s) in authority were 

lying, it means that they shared “The Truth” as they saw it or as it was passed on to them without question. If 

it’s true that we have more information now than we ever did about issues like our country’s history, how the 

Bible was compilated, genealogy, how the world evolved and Church teachings, then that knowledge has to 

have an impact on how we view “The Truth”.  That is no where more evident than how those affiliated with 

different political parties explain their understanding of what they believe to be the “Truth” 

     So, what about “Truth” itself? Is there such a thing? And how can we know it? “Truth “is much more objective. 

It is not affected by the person hearing it or seeing it. I don’t believe “Truth” will even be totally comprehended. 

It is beyond human understanding. We can only be mesmerized and overwhelmed as we attempt to capture 

“Truth” or try to put it into words that will always limit it. I think each of us spends a lifetime seeking “Truth” 

and unfortunately too often confuse it with “The Truth” which causes so much hostility, violence, prejudice, and 

division among us as we continue to defend our subjective position. 

     An example of “Truth” could be “Life” itself. How we understand and explain life could be “The Truth”. I was 

going to use “God” as an example of “Truth” but it would be a lot more controversial. How we view God would 

then be “The Truth” 

     I think I have to stop walking or wear headphones.                                             

Enjoy “life”! 

                                                                                          Fr. Coyne    

      


